Midweek racing is still available during the winter months if you know where to look, and that meant
a trip over to Derby on Wednesday for Bryan Lomas to take part in the monthly 5k road race along
with 81 other runners. Lomas finished in 19th place with a time of 18:16.
Further afield at the weekend Ian Prime was racing in the Portsmouth Coastal Half Marathon a multi
terrain event with the potential for wet feet if you take too long due to the incoming tide. That
wasn’t ever going to be a concern for Prime as his excellent form continued placing himself 25th from
299 finishers and 5th in his age category with a new half marathon personal best of 1:41:42.
Over at Tittesworth reservoir eleven Harriers were taking on the 8 mile route of the Christmas
Cracker race which features a climb up on to the Roaches, 1,500ft above sea level making it a
challenging run in any conditions made even more so by the number of people that decide to do it in
fancy dress. With proceeds going to local Wildlife Trust and Mountain Rescue and hot drinks served
by Leek scout group there is an end of year feeling to the race making it a firm favourite on the
festive fixture list. Bryan Lomas was the first Harrier back finishing in 11th overall in 59:03 next was
Dave Clark in 35th in 1:05:45 and in 57th was Jo Moss in a time of 1:09:51 making her third woman
overall with Michelle Matthews and Debbie Hill coming in 99th and 106th with times of 1:16:22 and
1:19:21 respectively this gave Congleton Harriers first place in the ladies team event. The other 6
Harriers placed as follows; Polly Kennerley 112th 1:20:42, Carolyn Charlesworth 119th 1:22:42, David
Taylor 126th 1:23:32, Tony Smith 167th 1:29:36, Dot Tanner 197th 1:35:30 an excellent run which saw
her take first prize in her age category and Fliss Doyle was 244th in 2:16:46.
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