Sunday October 4th saw the 32nd running of the Congleton Half marathon organised by the Congleton
Harriers running club. This year the event was being run over a new more rural course but still
featured the infamous sting-in-the-tail hill climb between 12 and 13 miles. The weather conditions
meant it was a perfect day for running with 53 different running clubs from around the country
providing 365 of the 500 runners that took part.
As in previous years all proceeds of the event go to charity and this year it was decided that with the
tragic events so local to Congleton the HelpBosley Fund would be the sole beneficiary and whilst the
final calculations aren’t known, it is expected that the event will have raised in the region of £2,000
for the charity.
At 9.30 the race was officially started by Congleton Mayor Elizabeth Wardlaw and runners headed
off up Black Firs Lane and on to Chelford Road before looping around the villages of Marton and
Swettenham on the 13.1 mile course and back to the start/finish area.
There was fantastic vociferous support all around the course and plenty of enthusiastic marshals
many of them Congleton Harriers to cheer on and encourage all the runners as they passed by. After
the race there was much praise from those who had taken part as they commented on how much
they appreciated and enjoyed the organisation, the new course layout, the support and many
echoing the same sentiment that they would be back next year.
The men’s race was closely contested with just 2 minutes 12 seconds separating the top three
finishers but in the end it was Carl Moulton from local club Boalloy who was the first to finish in
1:14:57 ahead of South Cheshire Harrier runner Matt Smith in 1:16:09 and third place Simon Myatt
from Trentham running club in 1:17:09. In the ladies race Wendy Mullineux of Trentham RC finished
first in 1:23:02 some six minutes ahead of two Wilmslow RC runners, Janine Ellis 1:29:03 and Sharon
Johnstone 1:29:32.

Male & Female race winners Carl Moulton (Boalloy) & Wendy Mullineux (Trentham)

Congleton High School provided great facilities for the runners and played excellent hosts to the prerace registration and post-race goody bag collection and the club are very appreciative of the race
sponsors and to 1964 Olympic medallists Ann & Robbie Brightwell for their attendance and prize
giving duties.

Prize giving with Ann Brightwell, Carl Moulton & Steve Webb. Robbie Brightwell and Wendy Mullineux
The half marathon is one of three races the club organise each year along with the Cloud 9 and
Passing Clouds fell races in March and June respectively.
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