
A Gentle Circuit of Gawsworth and North Rode

Distance – Approx 9 miles

Duration – approx. 90 minutes.  Pace to suit the slowest.

Description – a gentle, pleasant route mainly on good paths through fields, tracks and canal  
towpath.  Some short stretches of tarmac.  Scenic, with a number of points of interest along the 
way.  One of Cheshire’s best pubs to finish. 

Start point / How to get there

Follow the Macclesfield Road out of Congleton.  Just before Gawsworth, the Harrington Arms is 
on the right, down a small side road.

 The Harrington Arms, Church Ln, Gawsworth, Macclesfield SK11 9RJ

01260 223325

The Pub  

 Harrington Arms at Gawsworth.  (PLEASE do not get confused with the pub of the same name 
in Bosley!!!)

Part farmhouse, part pub, the little-changed interior comprises a main bar serving Robinsons 
real ales and quirky rooms with open fires and rustic furnishings. Memorable for its impression of 
timelessness, it dates from 1664 and has been licensed since 1710. 

The route

Starting from the Harrington Arms at Gawsworth, we will head south through gentle and pleas-
ant fields, past the fishing ponds till we get to Shellow Lane.  A short distance along Pexhill Road 
we’ll take another path south through fields towards North Rode Church.  After going through 
the pleasant Parkland, with 360 degree views including Jodrell Bank and the Peak hills, comes a 
tarmac track heading west past the lake and up to Bullgate Lane.  A short stretch up Bullgate 
Lane brings us up to the canal which we take towards Macclesfield.  We pass through Fools 
Nook, keeping to the canal.  Then leave it shortly after, heading into Danes Moss.  The steepest 
uphill section follows, up and over the railway bridge!  There is then a path following the old 
railway track through the ancient peat works, coming out at the road to Gawsworth.  There we 
turn left, to pick up another path through the fields to Gawsworth Hall.  A pleasant stretch on the 
road follows back to the Harrington Arms.
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